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For this project you will begin by selecting two of the sacred acts.  One of them must be either Baptism or Communion.  The other may be any of the sacred acts (including Baptism or Communion not picked as your first selection).

One you pick the topic, you will develop questions related to that topic.  These are YOUR questions.  Ask things that are important or of interest to you related to your selected topic.

This is the heart of research—finding answers to questions.  This project gives you an opportunity to find new information about topics that interest you and that you will need to understand for your future experiences in Christian ministry (or scholarship).

At the college level, your research endeavors should go beyond merely reporting what you find that others have said.  At this level, you should begin to evaluate the validity of what others have said.  Of course, good scholarship does not allow you to just say, "Because I think this is better."  You will still need to rely on citations to make your critique and criticism of others valid.  However, at your level, you are the judge.  You can't just get away with reporting what you find.  You need to demonstrate, when you write up your research, that you have done an analysis of the works you have reviewed, and what conclusions that analysis has yielded.

The starting point is a question about which you have a genuine, legitimate interest!  Why bother going to the trouble of finding information about something for which you already have a good understanding?  Pick a topic, then generate a couple of questions related to that topic!  (For this exercise, you'll pick two.)

Now you begin the research.

For this exercise, you will follow the example at the end of these instructions.  For each question, you are to find sources that give you a confident answer to YOUR questions.  How many?  That depends!  However, for this exercise, you will need at least eight (8) sources.  One must be a book on the subject.  One more must be from a book (such as a chapter in a book on a broader topic).  At least one must have a contradictory position—must tell "the other side of the story."

You will cite the work using appropriate bibliographic form.

You will include at least one quote (cut/paste or type manually) that demonstrates that the cited work answers your question.  Include a citation as if it were in your paper.

You will rate the work as to how much it helped you gain insight into the question you picked. 1 is not much.  10 is a lot!

You will write up a brief summary of how or why you'd use the source.

See the example.  Copy the example, and get started!

Turn in by email to < bsnodgrass@visibleschool.com >.
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TOPIC:  Baptism

QUESTION: Why do some denominations immerse while others sprinkle?

Source 1

Evans, James H., Jr. We Have Been Believers: An African-American Systematic Theology.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992.

Quote:

The heart of any Christian community is what it believes and practices in relation to baptism...  Baptism is crucial to the identity of the church. Through the act of baptism membership in the community of faith is confirmed. (Evans, 139)

Rating: 5

This is a passage in the book that shows important baptism is in connecting the community of faith.  It could be a useful citation in an introductory section or conclusion, but it doesn't do much to answer the question.

Source 2

"Didache." Early Christian Writings 21 Feb. 2006 <http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/didache.html>.

Quote:

And concerning baptism, baptize this way: Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. But if you have no living water, baptize into other water; and if you cannot do so in cold water, do so in warm. But if you have neither, pour out water three times upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whoever else can; but you shall order the baptized to fast one or two days before. ("The Didache...")

Rating: 8

This section of the document provides pretty good information about the early practices.  It could be used to show what the earliest practices may have been like.

Source 3 (Contrary View)

Etc...

