Reaction Paper Guidelines
Bill Snodgrass, VISIBLE SCHOOL
The purpose of a reaction paper is to allow student reflection upon and personal integration of a course experience, reading, or presentation.  To be acceptable, they must clearly demonstrate that the student has engaged the material (i.e. done the reading, watched the video, taken part in the exercise...) and has thought about it and how it might apply to the student’s life circumstances and how it might correlate with the student’s previous experiences.

While reaction papers can be written to respond to many types of experiences, the most common is to respond to a reading.  Therefore, the following model outline is given for a reading, but it can be applied to any other experience easily enough.

General guidelines:

Papers are to be written in standard English with proper spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

Papers are to be produced in electronic format and turned in electronically as provided for in course overview.

While standard grammar generally precludes first person expression, by their nature, reaction papers must include parts that are in first person.  Thus, the paper will be a combination of first and third person construction.  Second person construction is almost certainly wrong—assume an anonymous reader.  (Refer to the course instructor in third person.)

Model outline:

What was the book/article read and who wrote it?  What was the broad topic addressed?

In her article, “Women in Music, 1900’s to 2005” Carol Jenkins discussed the development of women’s roles in popular music beginning with the twentieth century and mapping changes in their roles into the twenty-first.

What, in very broad terms, did the author say?

Jones attempted to demonstrate that older wood in acoustic instruments was preferred by comparing qualities of old wood to new wood and linking those qualities to desirable qualities of musical instruments.

Pick out (number defined by assignment) specific points the author made and briefly review it.  To this POINT, you will compose your reaction
.
In supporting her claim that technology was making musical recording easier, Rogers pointed to the use of GarageBand by a number of churches seeking to produce tracks for their traveling ministry teams.  She noted on church where the puppetry team had used GarageBand to create the musical tracks for a lengthy production they wanted to take on tour.

What is your reaction to this claim, conclusion, or point.

Reading this claim, I found myself in disagreement.  My experience with junior high aged students lead me to believe they are mostly interested in their peers and in developing social skills that will be necessary for later life.  I have read other authors who also disagree.
  Smith’s claim that this age group is interested in developing skills and experiences that will help them with academic pursuits is completely incongruent with what I have read and what I have personally observed.

OR perhaps...

I completely agree with Johnson’s assertion that television news media has become unreliable.  As she said, they must sell advertising, and to do that, the must program what people are willing to watch. Thus, the news becomes subject to ratings, so important news that no one cares about won’t get covered, while trivial news (e.g. Pop star shops at discount mall...) does.  I have thought this for a long time and wondered when someone else would take note.

Repeat as many times as needed to fulfill the assignment.  For lengthy assignments (e.g. reacting to a whole book), you might apply this model to several sections (e.g. apply it to each chapter of the book).
� It IS possible that you might react to the overall conclusion of the author.  If the assignment calls for a very short paper, this will work.  However, if you are to write 3 or more pages, reacting to only the overall conclusion or point of the paper will probably not be sufficient.  You could react to the overall point, then react additionally to some of the specific points, conclusions, or claims.





� Here, depending on the scope of the assignment, you might cite the other author!  For short papers, probably not.





1
[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image1.wmf]