Worship History & Theology 2

Sacred Actions Study Guide

1. What is a sacrament?  What does the word sacrament literally mean? Is the validity of a sacrament dependent upon the administrator of the sacrament?  List and define the components of a sacrament or sacred action.  

2. Who can administer the sacraments? Does the administrator need to be ordained? Where does the power lie in a sacrament? How many sacraments does the Catholic church claim? How many sacraments does the Protestant church claim?

3. What is baptism? Is baptism necessary for salvation, or does baptism save a person? Define each of the types – Christening, Infant Baptism, Believers Baptism.

4. What are some scriptural images of baptism? What is the historical and spiritual significance of Jesus’ baptism?

5. What element is used for baptism? Is this the only valid element for baptism? What are the words of institution for baptism and are they necessary?

6. Define the three modes of baptism – aspersion, affusion,  and immersion.

7. What do the following words mean?

a. Anamnesis

b. Epiklesis

c. Eucharist

d. Koinonia

8. What is the significance of food in the Bible? What is an agape feast?

9. List the significance of the Last Supper/Lord’s Supper/Holy Communion/Eucharist according to Scripture.

10. What are the four actions Christ performed in the Last Supper?  What is the significance of each? What are the words of institution for Holy Communion?  

11. Know the four views on Holy Communion, who came up with each, and what they mean – Transubstantiation, Consubstantiation, Pansubstantiation, and Memorial.

12. What is the significance of the Song of Songs in the Bible and how does it speak to marriage?  What are God’s perspectives on marriage? What does a man seek from marriage? What does a woman seek from marriage?

13. What does marriage confirm? What are some sacred symbols utilized in a marriage ceremony? What is the couple actually doing in the marriage ceremony?

14. What is the significance of the funeral service? What Biblical account most accurately describes what a funeral is about?  Describe the attitudes about death during Jesus’ day. What is the purpose of a funeral service? Where does the interment take place?

15. Define the following sacred actions:

a. Confession

b. Foot Washing

c. Solemn Assembly

d. Anointing with Oil

e. Absolution

f. Ordination

g. Confirmation

h. Reconciliation 
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Ministries of Worship Study Guide

1. What is the church?  What does ekklesia mean?

2. Define the three forms of church government – Episcopal, Congregational, and Presbyterian.

3. Define the four viewpoints of authority within the church and compare and contrast the models of balancing each type of authority.

4. Describe the nature of the Christian religion – is it secretive? Or public?  In what ways is the church public in its ministry?

5. What do children bring to worship?  What can we learn from them?

6. What are some viewpoints on the leadership role of women in the church?

7. What is inclusive language? Describe pros and cons of using inclusive language.

8. What biblical images relate the necessity of cultural diversity in worship?

9. What was Jesus’ view of the poor, sick, and disabled?

10. What happens in a worship service that relates the healing nature of worship?  What happens that relates the hospitable nature of worship?  What is hospitality?

11. Define the three types of evangelism. 

12. Describe the orthodox view of demon-possession? Can a Christian be demon-possessed according to scripture?  What are some components of an exorcism ministry?

13. What illustrates the connection between liturgy and justice in worship?  What are the steps to prevent injustice?

14. Describe the biblical view of missions? 

15. What is open worship? List the three components of open worship?  What is your role and responsibility in open worship?

16. Define the following:

a. Koinonia
b. Spiritual Formation

c. Open Ministry

d. Didache 

e. Information

f. Kerygma
g. Open Sharing

h. Formation

i. Prophetia
j. Transformation

k. Open Worship

l. Diakonia
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Christian Year Study Guide
Complete the following Christian Year Study Guide utilizing the www.crivoice.org website.

1. What do the five candles of the Advent wreath represent?  Why are there 3 purple, 1 pink, and 1 white?

2. Which is older Epiphany or Christmas?

3. How many kings came to the house in Bethlehem?  How do we know for sure?

4. How long is the season of Christmas?

5. What is the historical significance of the song, The Twelve Days of Christmas?  What do each of the gifts on each of the twelve days represent?

6. What do the three gifts of the magi represent?  How do they correlate to Christ’s titles as Prophet, Priest, and King?

7. Historically, what were the various lengths of the season of Lent?

8. Why are ashes imposed upon congregants on Ash Wednesday?

9. What is the defining week of the Christian Year?

10. What is “Palm Sunday” about?  What is the connection between Palm Sunday this year and Ash Wednesday next year?

11. What did “Good Friday” originally mean?

12. What is celebrated during the following seasons of the Church Year? What are the primary colors used for each of the following seasons?

a. Advent

b. Christmas

c. Epiphany

d. Ash Wednesday

e. Lent

f. Holy Week

g. Easter

h. Pentecost

i. Kingdomtide or Ordinary Time

13. What does chronos mean?  What does kairos mean?

14. What seasons are part of the Cycle of Light?  What seasons are part of the Cycle of Life?

15. What are the vestments?  What are paraments?

16. What is the purpose of a Lenten discipline?  Why do some people give up something during Lent?  Why do some people take on an extra act of service during Lent?

17. What does Maundy Thursday mean?  Where does the name come from?  What is commemorated on Maundy Thursday?

18. What does the word Tenebrae mean?

19. What is the Great Triduum?

20. List at least three different kinds of worship services that can be celebrated during holy week?  What occurs in each of them?  (For example: a Tenebrae Service)

21. What is the significance of the 50 days between Easter and Pentecost?

22. What symbols are used during the season of Pentecost?

