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Department of Instruction: General Education ; Course Number:  NTS1300; Section: 01  

Course Name:  New Testament Survey;  Hours Credit:  3

Syllabus Registration Period:  Spring 2009,  Location: VS W108; Tue/Thur 8:00-9:20 p.m.

Instructor: Bill Snodgrass, BSEd, MS, EdS., MDiv (IP); Office Number: W112; Phone Contact: 901-351-9362

email: bsnodgrass@visibleschool.com 

Course Outline
Goals for this Course:

1. Students will develop a basic understanding of the process of canonization which resulted in the Christian Bible. 

2. Students will develop an understanding of the genre, context, and major themes for each of the New Testament books in the Christian canon.
3. Students will learn to use Greek texts to find broader contextual definitions of the words from which the English translations were created.

4. Students will develop skills related to scholarly writing.

5. Students will demonstrate appropriate cooperative learning and class discussion practices.

Learning Outcomes and Requirements of the Course:
	Learning Outcome:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
	Related Goal(s)
	Assignment
	Assessment Rubric 
	% of Grade
	Points Possible
	Due Date

	Demonstrate basic skills in the use of the Greek language and Greek exegetical tools.
	2, 3
	Weekly/daily Greek Quizzes
	Objective
	5%
	Up To 2500
	Quizzes will be given each (or most) class(es).

	Demonstrate the ability to integrate class discussion with the readings and the students’ life experiences.
	1, 2
	Class Journal
	Informal Writing Rubric and specific guidelines to be provided
	75%
	4 @ 100 each.

400 total
	2/5/2009

3/12/2009

4/7/2009

5/7/2009



	Demonstrate how course content is relevant to the student and the students’ personal goals.  Demonstrate understanding of culture as it applies to the creation of writings, particularly the New Testament.  Demonstrate understanding of the methods and limitations related to study and interpretation of Biblical texts.
	1, 2, 3, 4
	Summary Reflection
	Numeric Examination Rubric
	20%
	100
	TBA

	Discuss readings and interact with students in class discussion.
	1,2,3,4,5
	Class Discussion:  Students are expected to participate in discussions throughout the course.  Journals will be assessed with the possibility that contribution to discussion can augment grade.
	Class Participation
	Special
	Special
	On-Going


All assignments will be emailed to bsnodgrass@visibleschool.com in electronic form, either RTF, Word@ or Pages@ format.
Students are responsible fore preparing ahead of time for each topic as indicated.

	Date 
	Topic 
	Assignment 

	Jan 20, 2009
	Class Orientation and Introduction
	In Class:

-- Presentation of syllabus and course expectations

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 15-35 (Intro and Ch 1)



	Jan 22, 2009
	The New Testament: Overview, Canon
	In Class:

-- Class discussion of assigned readings

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 39-68 (Chapter 2)

	Jan 27, 2009
	---  Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Jan 29, 2009
	Culture and Context of the New Testament (pt 1)

The Text of the Bible
Greek:  Language of the time
	In Class:

-- Discussion of assigned readings (Ch 2)

-- Introduction to Greek resources

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Brown and Comfort, Introduction (not numbered)
-- Read Marshall (PDF), p v-xvi

	Feb 3, 2009
	Greek:  Language of the New Testament

Greek alphabet

Lexicon
	In Class:

-- Presentation of Greek alphabet

-- Overview of Lexicon

-- Discussion of Greek Nouns

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Horsley and Hanson, 1-47

	Feb 5, 2009
	Culture and context wrap-up
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to ζ)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 2 (wrap up)

-- Discuss Horsley and Hanson

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- ASSIGNMENT DUE: Email Class Journal for 100 Pt Grade! (Check 1)

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 69-76 (Chapter 3) 


	Feb 10, 2009
	---  Winter Retreat—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Feb 12, 2009
	---  Winter Retreat—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Feb 17, 2009
	The Gospels!
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to κ)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 3


	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 77-86 (Chapter 4)

-- Read Gospel according to Matthew*

	Feb 19, 2009
	Matthew
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to κ)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 4

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 87-96 (Chapter 5)

-- Read Gospel according to Μark*

	Feb 24, 2009
	Mark
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to ξ)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 5

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 97-106 (Chapter 6)

-- Read Gospel according to Luke*

	Feb 26, 2009
	---  Hebrew Herritage—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Mar 3, 2009
	Luke
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to υ)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 6

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 107-116 (Chapter 7)

-- Read Gospel according to John*

	Mar 5, 2009
	John
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to ω)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 7

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 209-222 (Chapter 14)

-- Read Acts 1-7*

-- Review Greek Verbs from Brown and Comfort Intro *

	Mar 10, 2009
	Life of Jesus


	In Class:

-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 14

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 194-208 (Chapter 13)

	Mar 12, 2009
	World of the Early Church

Greek Verbs
	In Class:

-- Greek alphabet quiz (α to ω)
-- Discuss Greek Verbs
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 13

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- ASSIGNMENT DUE: Email Class Journal for 100 Pt Grade! (Check 2: This will include the part turned in previously, plus what has been added since.)

For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 223-236 (Chapter 15)

-- Read Acts 8-12*

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 237-252 (Chapter 16)

-- Read Acts 13-28*

	Mar 17, 2009
	---  Spring Break—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Mar 19, 2009
	---  Spring Break—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Mar 24, 2009
	Salvation for Both Jew and Gentile

The Light of Christ to the Edns of the Earth
	In Class:

-- Greek quiz (Nouns)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 15 & 16

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 169-180 (Chapter 17)

--Start Reading Romans!

	Mar 26, 2009
	Life of Paul
	In Class:

-- Greek quiz (Verbs)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 17

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 273-286 (Chapter 18)

-- Read Romans*

	Mar 31, 2009
	Romans
	In Class:

-- Greek quiz (Lexicon use)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 18

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 287-306 (Chapter 19)

-- Read I Corinthians, II Corinthians, Galatians*

	Apr 2, 2009
	Corinthians and Galatians
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)

-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 19

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough (Chapter 20)

-- Read Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon

	Apr 7, 2009
	Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 20

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- ASSIGNMENT DUE: Email Class Journal for 100 Pt Grade! (Check 3: This will include the part turned in previously, plus what has been added since.)

For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 327-346 (Chapter 21)

-- Read Timothy and Titus*

	Apr 9, 2009
	---  Easter Holiday—Class Does NOT Meet ---
	

	
	
	

	Apr 14, 2009
	Thessalonians, Timothy and Titus
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 21

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 347-360 (Chapter 22)

-- Read Hebrews and James*

	Apr 16, 2009
	Hebrews and James
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 22

	
	
	-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 361-374 (Chapter 23)

-- Read Peter, John, Jude*

	Apr 21, 2009
	Peter, John, Jude
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 23

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 375-394 (Chapter 24)

-- Read Revelation*

	Apr 23, 2009
	Revelation
	In Class:
-- Greek quiz (TBA)
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 24

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p  (Chapter 8)

	Apr 28, 2009
	Life of Jesus


	In Class:
-- Catch up Discussion

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p  (Chapter 8 &9)

	Apr 30, 2009
	Teaching of Jesus
	In Class:
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 8 & 9

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- ASSIGNMENT DUE: Email Class Journal for 100 Pt Grade! (Check 4: This will include the part turned in previously, plus what has been added since.)

- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 153-168 (Chapter 10)

	May 5, 2009
	Approaches to New Testament
	In Class:
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 10

	
	
	For Next Class:
-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough, p 169-180 (Chapter 11) 

-- Read Elwell and Yarbrough Epilogue

	May 7, 2009
	Textual Issues of the Gospels

So What
	In Class:
-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Ch 11

-- Discuss Elwell and Yarbrough, Epilogue

	
	
	For Next Class:

-- Work on  Summary Reflection

	TBA
	Exam Session
	Complete Summary Reflection and email by end of day following Exam Session.


*Please read Bible text from translation of your choice, AND read one chapter of the Brown and Comfort Interlinear translation.
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