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"Lectionary" 

A collection of readings or selections from the Scriptures, arranged and intended for 

proclamation during the worship of the People of God. 

 

Historical Background 

Used in Fourth Century. 

Follows the calendar of the church year 

 

Usually involves a continuous reading of texts. 

 

Added feast days and special days of the church calendar interfered with the 

simplicity of the continuous reading, requiring the revision of the lectionary. 

 

Contemporary Background 

Consultation on Common Texts 

Began in 1960's and includes:  Anglican church of Canady, Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), Christian Reformed church, The Episcopal Church, 

Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America and Canada, Free Methodists of 

Canada, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Polish National Catholic Church, 

Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Presbyterian Church in Canada, Reformed Church in 

America, Roman Catholic Church in U.S. and Canada, Unitarian/Universalist, 

United Church of Canada, United Church of Christ, and the United Methodist 

Church. 

 

The result, a common document introduced around 1983, was called The Revised 

Common Lectionary. 

 

After feedback, it was revised in 1995. 

 

In theory it can be continually be revised. 

 

 



Two Forms of Lectionaries: 

A simple table of readings based on liturgical day and date, and the scripture references of 

the text to be proclaimed. 

Example given out. 

 

A full text edition, which reprints entire texts from a particular translation of the Bible. 

 

Three year Cycle 

Year A – Matthew 

 

Year B – Mark 

 

Year C – Luke 

 

Year A always begins on the first Sunday in Advent in years which can be evenly divided 

by three (1998). 

 

Typical Usage in Formal Liturgy 

Collect or Prayer for Illumination 

 

First Reading 

 

Psalter—usually read responsively or sung 

 

Second Reading (epistle) 

 

Gradual Hymn 

 

Gospel Reading 

 

Sermon 

 

--- 

The Gospel Reading is the "key" reading for the day.  Other readings are related to or 

complementary to the Gospel Reading. 

 

Old Testament Readings 

From Advent 1 to Trinity Sunday the Old Testament reading is closely related to the 

gospel reading for the day. 

 

During Ordinary time 9beginning after Trinity Sunday until Christ the King) provision 

has been made for two patterns of reading from the Old Testament. 

 

-- 

Gospel Reading -> First reading 

 



Deuterocanonical Readings 

In places where a reading from deuterocanonical books is listed, and alternate reading 

from canonical scripture has also been provided. 

 

First Readings 

Usually Old Testament passages. 

 

During Easter the first readings are taken from the book of Acts. 

 

The Psalm 

The psalm is provided as a response to the first reading.  It is not intended as another 

reading 

 

-- 

Gospel Reading -> First reading -> Psalm 

 

Second Readings 

Taken from the Epistles. 

 

Second Readings involve a semi-continuous reading from particular epistles within a 

particular liturgical season. 

 

Balanced over a three-year period. 

 

-- 

 

-- 

Gospel -> {First reading and Epistle} -> Psalm 

 

Decisions for Preaching 

Discerning the common connection with the gospel reading. 

 

Lectio Continua preaching. 

 

Determine the limits of the pericope of scripture. 

 

Use of psalm in relation to preaching. 

 

Pros...according to Allen 

Represent the fullness of the gospel with its dual motifs of God's love and justice. 

 

Helps the congregation systematically encounter theological themes and texts that are 

foundational to faith. 

 

Helps the congregation remember Christian identity and vocation. 

 



Broades the range of theological themes and biblical texts that most pastors and 

congregations would consider. 

 

Gives a weekly opportunity for congregations to hear the first testament. 

 

Brings pastor and people together with difficult texts they would otherwise avoid. 

 

Helps form the church as a community. 

 

Symbolizes unity and connectionalism. 

 

Gives the preacher a place to start sermon preparation. 

(See "Aside" below) 

 

Has numerous resources available for preaching and teaching. 

 

Facilitates planning for worship and preaching. 

Preacher can use these to prepare a year in advance. 

 

People can also prepare (musicians, congregants). 

 

Combines lectio selectra and lectio continua. 

 

Fosters weekly observances of word and sacrament. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

Series Preaching—An Aside 

 

Some preachers are using series in substitution for lectionary.  This presupposes the needs of the 

people instead of the body of scripture. 

 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Cons...according to Allen 

Less texts stress justice than love. 

Love of God gets over emphasized. 

 

Does not cover all theological motifs fully or equally. 

e.g. relationship between earth and creatures. 

 

Relationships between texts and particular days and seasons is not always clear. 

 



Preachers can still ride hobbyhorse through selection of texts. 

 

The first testament is disadvantaged in most lectionaries. 

 

Many challenging texts are missing from the lectionary. 

e.g. violence and dishonor to women. 

 

Readings do not always fit the immediate context of the congregation. 

 

The use of the lectionary may highlight the divisions that remain within the church. 

 

Some of the beginning and ending points of lessons ar not satisfactory. 

 

Preachers may be tempted to use lectionary resources as quick fixes, rather than engaging 

the texts seriously. 

 

 

"The lectionary is a servant of witness, not its master.  A preacher should feel the freedom to 

depart from the lectionary as needed."  Ron Allen 

 

Lectionary can be a first option but need not be the final authority. 

 

Wrap up comments 

Lectionary is a resource that emphasizes the text first.  It puts scripture to the forefront. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


