Introduction to Early Christian Context
Reading Journal
Your completion of this journal represents 40% of your grade.  (Refer to class syllabus.)  It will be worth a total of 40 points.

You must do this each night as the course progresses.  By the time the class meets the next day, you should have the previous day’s work done.  If you get behind, you will suffer greatly trying to catch up.  The 2:1 rule of thumb for in-class vs out-of-class time would mean you should do 8 hours of homework each night.  I believe you will be able to keep up with 3-4 hours of work outside of class, so you are getting a bargain.

Save As

When you turn this in, it should have a file format like this:

SnodgrassBill_ReadingJournal.doc

Obviously, use YOUR name!  It is recommended that you duplicate the original file, rename the copy, and begin writing your responses.

Save Often, Backup
Save as you go.  Email copies of this document to yourself as a backup.  Use “jump” drives or other removable disks.  Email copies to a friend as a backup.

LOST WORK due to technical issues will not be accepted as an excuse for not doing the work.  I will be gracious to a point, but good use of saving and backup procedures is a must.

Answer All Questions—Share!

The prospect of doing all the readings and writing answers alone is overwhelming!

It is completely allowable (recommended) that you work with other students to divide readings and TRADE answers.

The underlying assumption behind the word “trade” is that each party has something the other wants.  That means you give an answer in exchange for an answer.  Groups of three, four, or more can be formed.  Each person can do a part of the reading, write an answer, and swap that answer with others who have done other parts.  Then, during class discussion, those who have done the reading will be best prepared to share.

EVERYONE SHOULD AT LEAST SKIM EVERY READING!

For every day’s reading, you should have AT LEAST one reading that YOU did.  See next section for further information.

Answer in BLUE font.  For each question, I will provide a snippet of blue font.  You can “triple click” the snippet and start typing your answer.

I WILL ONLY GRADE BLUE ANSWERS.  SERIOUSLY.
The answers will amount to 30 points.

Cite your Sources
This is obvious for the readings.  When you have traded answers with a classmate, cite that classmate. (Include that classmate’s citation of the original work in your quote [cut/paste] of his/her work.)

Work without citation will receive no credit!  Worse, work copied from a classmate, but not cited to the classmate will count as negative credit!  That is plagiarism 

Bibliography 
At the end of this document, there is a Bibliography page.  On this page, list EVERY reading for the course, (26) PLUS any additional sources you used.  You will also cite your classmate and instructor.  Cite everyone from whom you take information.

I have provided a few examples.  Take care with the translated document citations!  They are tricky.  Also, the Haber reading is from an edited book, so you’ll need to account for that in the citation.

The Bibliography will be 10 points.

Reading Journal

Firstname Lastname

Day 1 Homework

Readings:
Setting the Stage for Christ and New Testament Writings

Horsley & Hanson p 1-8 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
Babylonian Empire

deSilva p 43-44 (deSilva.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 8 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
Persian Empires
VanderKam p 1-11 (VanderKam1.PDF)
deSilva p 44-45 (deSilva.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 8-10 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
Construction of Second Temple and Rebuilding Jerusalem 

VanderKam p 3-6  (VanderKam1.PDF)
Ezra 1 (Bible)

Ezra 3 (Bible)

Nehemiah 2 (Bible)
Greek (Hellenistic) Empire (332-62 BCE)
deSilva p 45-48 (deSilva.PDF)
Ptolemaic Empire
VanderKam p 12-16  (VanderKam1.PDF)

deSilva p 46 (deSilva.PDF)
Selucid Control

VanderKam p 16-24 (VanderKam1.PDF)
deSilva p 46-47 (deSilva.PDF)
Questions:

1.  From the Horsley and Hanson reading, start a timeline noting the dates of the six benchmarks in history above.  Complete the timeline and fill in any missing dates from the deSilva and VanderKam readings.  Note any differences in the dates presented by the three sources.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2. How do Horsley and Hanson characterize first century Jewish Palestine? Discuss the idea of “free peasantry” and how that institution differed from other groups of the time.
Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3. deSilva (et. al.) comments on the effect of Alexander III’s military successes prior to his death in 323 BCE.  What inferences can you make about the far-reaching results of the Greek Empire and its influence on first century Christianity?
Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
4.  VanderKam discusses the translation of the Jewish scriptures into Greek.  Comment on some of the significances of this (consider p 14, first full paragraph, for instance) action and speculate what impact that might have had on first century Christians.  Why would this translation be important to the likes of Peter, Paul, James, and John?
Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 2 Homework

Readings

Unrest

deSilva p 48-52 (deSilva.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 10-20 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
Elwell & Yarbrough p 25-26 (ElwellYarbrough.PDF)
Hasmonean Reign, Maccabees, and Hanukah

Elwell & Yarbrough p 27-28 (ElwellYarbrough.PDF)
VanderKam p 24-32  (VanderKam1.PDF)
deSilva p 52-55  (deSilva.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 20-23 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
See also:  Maccabees I
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/ma1001.htm
Origins of Qumran (Essenes) and Pharisees
Horsley & Hanson p 23-29 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)
Questions:

1.  By the middle of the second century BCE, the Jewish Galileans were pretty upset.  Citing the assigned readings, discuss some of the factors that led to their dissatisfaction.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  After a long period of unrest, Israel revolted and achieved independence.  Describe briefly the liberation of Israel that occurred in 164 BCE.  It began directly as a result of what (in 167 BCE)?  How long had it been since Israel had been free before this period?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3.  Horsley and Hanson discuss some reasons for the formation of the Essenes and the Pharisees.  What are the reasons given?  Briefly describe these groups and their origins?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 3 Homework

Readings
Early Rome
Elwell & Yarbrough p 28-37 (ElwellYarbrough.PDF)
VanderKam p 32-38  (VanderKam1.PDF)
deSilva p 55-57, 58-62 (deSilva.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 29-34 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)

Nagle p 309-325 (Nagle_1.PDF)
Society, Culture, and Rabbinic Teachings of Late 2nd Temple Era

Leaders, Groups, and Institutions

VanderKam p 175-217  (VanderKam2.PDF)
1.  How did the independent Jews of Galilee end up part of the Roman Empire?  Briefly recount the events of the middle first century that led to Roman control (63 BCE and thereafter).

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  Describe some of the characteristics of the early Roman Empire as it was experienced in Galilee.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3.  From the VanderKam readings, p 175-217, identify the major groups in Judean society and briefly describe them and what they did.  (One paragraph for each group you mention.)

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 4 Homework

Readings
Society, Culture, and Rabbinic Teachings of Late 2nd Temple Era (contuned)
Culture as seen Through Period Literature

Josephus, Eusebius, and Philo handouts

(3 files: josephu.PDF, eusebious.PDF, philo.PDF)

deSilva p 15-27, 38-41, 74-77, 80-81,102-107, 142-149, 164-167, 176-185

(deSilva.PDF)
Bel and the Dragon (BelDragon.PDF)
Lindenberger p 46-49, 118-123, 138-139

(Linderberger.PDF)
Family in Late 2nd Temple Era

Collins p 104-149 (Collins.PDF)
Social Classes, Social Relations, and Groups

Saldarini p 35-59 (Saldarini.PDF)
1.  deSilva begins his book with the question, “Why study the Apocraypha?”  What answer does he give?  Since a number of the Apocryphal books were in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures available since Greek Empire—that the early Christians had and used), what implication do they have on early Christians and on twenty-first century Christians?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  For a first century person who knew the stories told in Bel and the Dragon, what theological conclusions might be drawn?  What significance does Bel and the Dragon hold for twenty-first century Christians? (You might need to revise your answer to this AFTER class discussion!)

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3.  Who were Josephus, Eusebius, and Philo, and why do so many scholars quote them?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
4.  The Linderberger reading provides translation of a number of ancient Hebrew and Aramaic documents.  (Take note of the dates)  What glimpses into ancient culture do these readings provide?  What is one specific thing you found interesting from the readings?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
5.  From the Collins and the Saldarini readings, describe family life and the importance of social class etc. within late Second Temple Era society.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 5 Homework (Weekend)

For WEEK 2

Palestine:  Rural Rome During Christ's Life
Readings

Judean Rome of First Century CE
Society, Culture, and Politics During the Life of Christ (and shortly after)
Elwell & Yarbrough p 37-45 (ElwellYarbrough.PDF)
Horsley, Jesus & Em... p 15-34 (Horsley_JesusEmpire.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 34-43 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)

1.  Elwell and Yarbrough share the accounts of the early first century.  What are some of the prominent features of this time that can be gleaned from these early writers?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  From the Horsley and the Horsley & Hanson readings, discuss first century Israel under Roman Imperial control.  Mention and explain “patronage” and its part.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...

3.  The Horsley and Hanson reading presents evidence of a number of protests and revolts.  What is the significance of this pattern in light of Christianity?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 6 Homework

Readings

Judean Rome of First Century CE
Society, Culture, and Politics During the Life of Christ (and shortly after)
Malina, The Social World of Jesus and the Gospels p 35-65, 143-145
(Malina_SocialWorld.PDF)
Horsley, Jesus in...  p 24-29 (Horsley_JesusContext.PDF)
VanderKam p 39-41  (VanderKam1.PDF)

Pax Romano (The Roman Peace)
Nagle p 336-367 (Nagle_2.PDF)
1.  Malina, in the reading above, provides interesting contrast between first century Mediterranean persons and twenty-first century American.  If the modern, post-modern westerner is typified by individualism and understanding of self, by what is the first century Mediterranean person typified?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  Briefly summarize the history of Judea from 6-66 CE (See VanderKam).

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3.  Horsley sets forth a number of concepts related to the relationship between Rome and its territories. Identify and briefly discuss these.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...

4.  Horsley sets forth a number of concepts related to the relationship between Rome and its territories. Identify and briefly discuss these.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
5.  Malina (p 143-145) discusses the patron-client roles.  (We have seen this concept previously.)  Briefly describe this relationship.  If one group enjoyed the position (and power) of being the patron over another group, how likely would that group be to consider changing society in a way that removes the hierarchy?  Why?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...

6.  Nagle mentions a number of religions that were present during the Roman Empire.  Identify and briefly discuss these.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 7 Homework

Readings
Judean Rome of First Century CE

Shame/Honor  and Family Structure During the Life of Christ (and shortly after)

Malina, The New Test... p 27-57 (Malina_NewTest.PDF)
Osiek & Balch, Families...  p 36-87 (OsiekBalch.PDF)
1.  Describe the typical first century family that might have been found in Galilee.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  Summarize the principles behind a shame/honor culture.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 8 Homework

Readings

Judean Rome of First Century CE
Judiasm During the Life of Christ (and shortly after)
Jewish Religious Tradition

Greenstein Handout (Greenstein.PDF)
Steinsaltz, p 3-9, 36-62 (Steinsaltz.PDF)
Cohen, A p xxxiii-xlviii (CohenAbraham.PDF)
Second Temple Judaism

Cohen, S. J. D. p 51-98 (CohenShaye.PDF)
Haber p 63-77 (Haber.PDF)
Judaism in the First Century

Wylen p 155-184 (Wylen.PDF)
Scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees

Saldarini p 241-308 (Saldarini.PDF)

Temple Operations

Hanson & Oakman p 125-147 (HansonOakman.PDF)
1.  Explain the idea of Jewish law.  Explain “written” law as compared to “oral” law.  .

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
2.  Describe and discuss key features of Second Temple Judaism.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
3.  Identify and briefly discuss the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees as they were represented Palestinian society.

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
4.  Consider Hanson and Oakman’s discussion of temple operations in light of the ideas of a patronage system.  Why might the Sadducees in the first century BCE Roman Empire have resisted a doctrine promoting equality and removal of hierarchal divisions?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
Day 9 Homework

Readings

Destruction of Temple (70 CE)
Elwell & Yarbrough p 45-55 (ElwellYarbrough.PDF)
Horsley & Hanson p 43-46 (HorsleyHanson.PDF)

VanderKam p 41-48  (VanderKam1.PDF)

1.  What in the world were they thinking?  What led the Jews to revolt?  How did Rome respond?  What happened?

Answer here.

Sources:

Horsley and Hanson ...

ETC...

ETC...
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