Introduction to Early Christian Context
Summary Reflection
Your completion of this exercise is 20% of your grade.  (Refer to class syllabus.)  It will be worth a total of 40 points.

Save As

When you turn this in, it should have a file format like this:

SnodgrassBill_Final.doc

Obviously, use YOUR name!  It is recommended that you duplicate the original file, rename the copy, and begin writing your responses.

Save Often, Backup

Save as you go.  Email copies of this document to yourself as a backup.  Use “jump” drives or other removable disks.  Email copies to a friend as a backup.

LOST WORK due to technical issues will not be accepted as an excuse for not doing the work.  I will be gracious to a point, but good use of saving and backup procedures is a must.

Answer All Questions—Do Your Own Work!

This assignment must be written alone.  You may use any resource including your classmates to prepare for your response.  You may mention remarks made by a classmate as PART of your answer, but do NOT cut/paste answers.

(This differs from the reading journal policy.)

Answer in BLUE font.  For each question, I will provide a snippet of blue font.  You can “triple click” the snippet and start typing your answer.

I WILL ONLY GRADE BLUE ANSWERS.  SERIOUSLY.
The answers will amount to 10 points.

Cite your Sources
If you directly quote or paraphrase someone (me, classmate, reading, video), you must cite them in your answer!  It will be nearly impossible to answer the questions without mentioning what it is to which you are reacting, so you’ll most likely have at least one citation per answer.

If you cite something or someone not included in the Bibliography of the Reading Journal, you will need to provide a Bibliography addendum to this document.

Firstname Lastname

Summary Reflection
1. Imagine you are an early first century Galilean.  You wake up in Jerusalem to go to work as a potter (or other craftsman).

Describe your day including imagined encounters with other Jews, with Gentiles, with Roman officials and with Temple officials.  Discuss the ideologies and attitudes that “walk with you” through the streets (Legacy of being conquered and exile, apocalyptic attitudes and thoughts, Hellenism, Hasmonean era independence and loss thereof, Judaism, Pax Romano, etc.)

Focus on your thoughts about these people—how do they make you feel?  What worries (if any) do they generate?  What assurances (if any) do they offer?

Answer here

2. Around the second century BCE, the land of Israel was part of the Seleucid domain.  Hellenism was an influential cultural phenomenon at that time.

What are some of the results of the Jews encounter with Hellenism?  What effect did Hellenism have on the development of Christianity?  (Consider, for example, Greek as a language.)  What challenge did the encounter with Hellenism call into light that persist for Jews and Christians, even into the twenty-first century?

Answer here

3. Discuss the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE and its implications for Judaism and Christianity.

Answer here
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