Wedding Ceremony

Order of Service

Prelude

During the Prelude the ushers seat all guests according to appropriate sides of the church (bride: left; groom: right).  The music should begin 15 minutes before the ceremony begins.

Intrada

Grandparents are ushered in.  Mothers of the couple are ushered in followed by the Fathers of the couple.  During this time the moms may want to light their side of the family candles for the Unity Candle to be lit later on in the ceremony.

Ushers are the last two groomsmen.  They have to get upstairs to take part in the Processional.

Minister, the Groom, and the Best Man take their place up front.  This is the signal for the Processional to begin.

Processional

A specific piece of music should be played as the Bride’s party gathers in this order – Bride’s maids, maid or matron of honor, ring bearer, flower girl.

The Wedding March begins and the Father of the Bride ushers in the Bride.

Bridesmaids straighten Bride’s gown and PASS OFF BOUQUET.
Presentation for Marriage

Question:  Who gives this woman to be married?  Or Who gives these two to be married?

The father steps forward, takes the bride’s hand, and places it in the right hand of the minister – holding hands position.

“Her Mother and I do.”

Welcome

A brief welcome is made by the minister on behalf of the couple and their families.  Also, the congregation is admonished to reflect on the covenants they have made with their spouses or that will be made with their spouse to be at some future date.

Welcome!  What a joyous day this for Nick and Jessica, and for all of us who love them!  What an incredible time of year they have chosen as their wedding date!  This is the season which celebrates God’s love being made manifest in the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ.  This is the season that is characterized by gift giving to our loved ones.  We are here today to celebrate God’s love as demonstrated in the life of His Son and in the lives of His children, Nick and Jessica.  We are here today to remember the gift that God has given to some or perhaps is yet preparing for some here, through the gift of the marriage covenant.  We are here today to recognize that marriage is a gift given by God to demonstrate His love for us as He seeks to fulfill us, as individuals and as community, and to conform us, as maturing believers, into the image of Christ.

Invocation

Let us pray.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, the reigning King of Glory, Lord of heaven and earth, we come in Your Name, the name that is above every other name, before whom all knees shall bow and every tongue confess that You alone are Lord.

With hearts that are humble, we come into Your divine presence.  With hearts full of gratitude, we thank You for coming to earth as a human baby, God’s ideal Christmas gift for us.  As You now condescend to hear our prayers, we are mindful of Your grace and are ever grateful to be in your presence.  For in Your presence is the gift of life; in Your presence is the gift of love.

We join with You and the heavenly hosts to witness this marriage, as Nick Conkle and Jessica Clark commit their lives to you and to each other, and receive you ideal Christmas gift for them, the gift of Christian marriage.  Bless them as they unwrap this gift in the days and years to come.  In the powerful Name of our Messiah, God with us, Immanuel.  Amen.
A brief prayer inviting God’s presence in all that is to occur.  (After which the Bride is to pass off her bouquet, if not done earlier)

Reflections on the Covenant

Reflections from Scripture and Premarital Counseling on the meaning of the Marriage Covenant.

TO THE CONGREGATION:

Dearly Beloved, we are assembled here in the presence of God, to join this man and this woman in holy marriage.  Marriage is a covenant that God has instituted.  A Covenant authored by God and finished by God.  By coming to this place today, Nick and Jessica acknowledge that God has brought them into this relationship and will carry them through this relationship until they see their Savior face to face.  So sure are they of this conviction they have come to testify that this is true before God and before each of you present here today.

As we reflect on the covenant about to be made, we read these words from the Song of Songs and 1st Corinthians:

Who is this coming up from the desert leaning on her beloved?  Under the apple tree I roused you; there your mother conceived you, there she who was in labor gave you birth.

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealously as unyielding as the grave.  

Love burns like a blazing fire, the brightest kind of flame.

Many water cannot quench love, rivers cannot wash it away.  If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned.

And now these three remain:  faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of these is love.

TO THE COUPLE:

Nick and Jessica, the covenant that you are about to make carries with it three ideals that we must understand before we go any further:

· As we proceed, you will have oneness of identity – from this time one you will be unrecognizable as being distinguished from each other.  You will be one in the flesh and one in your place in society.  No one is to perceive you as being apart from one another.

· As we proceed, you are acknowledging that God created you to be together.  That God not only authored this joining to be, but that He will also complete it.  You are not alone in this – You will have each other, family and friends as those gathered here – to depend on for support.  But greatest of all, you will have the God of the Universe to depend on.  God know you both better than you know yourselves.  He brought you to each other as chosen tools for bring out the best that He has placed in your heart of hearts.

· As we proceed, you are acknowledging that God has sealed you both together permanently.  It is a seal upon your heart that you are inseparably linked to each other in attitude and devotion.  And a seal on your arm, or in this case your finger, that their will be no doubt in anyone’s mind that you belong to each other.

God has led you to enter this relationship:

· To cherish a mutual esteem for each and love for each other;

· To bear with one another’s infirmities and weaknesses;

· To comfort each other in sickness, trouble, and sorrow;

· In honesty and industry to provide for each other, and for your household – in temporal things.

· To pray and encourage each other in eternal things which pertain to God;

· And to live together as the heirs of the grace of life.

Marriage is honorable, having been instituted by God, and blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, it is a holy estate not to be entered into lightly, nor without serious thought, but soberly, sincerely, with all reverence.  You are about to assume mutual obligations and responsibilities which are to be lasting.  You are about to pledge to each other your undying love, devotion, and fidelity:

Questioning of Couple:

Minister:  Nick, do you so understand and agree?  Do you?
Groom:  
I do.
Minister:  Jessica, do you so understand and agree?  Do you?
Bride:

I do.

Message:  The Ideal Christmas Gift

To CONGREGATION:

Do you ever struggle with selecting the ideal Christmas gift  for someone you love?  We all have.  Sometimes our choices seem to be inspired.  Sometimes our choices are only a day away from being the cause of the recipient’s  waiting in the long “returns” line at the local department store.  We read that some gift givers employ the services of a professional shopper for the ease in gift selection and purchase.  While there are extenuating circumstances where people might not be able  to do their own shopping, most of us acknowledge that the better way to select and give a gift – especially for a loved one -  is through paying attention to the needs of the loved one receiving the gift, carefully selecting the ideal gift that will meet those needs, and sacrificially giving  of one’s resources to purchase that ideal gift for ou loved one.

God is the master gift giver.  We can look to Him to be our heavenly example of the best way to choose and give ideal gifts to our loved ones.

God is aware of the gift needs of his loved ones.  Our Father is aware of every need we have in life.  When we were lost and apart from Him, He took action to draw us close, to provide salvation through Christ, to make daily provision for our life.  He is the same now in this place.  The Holy Spirit knows the needs that we have, even in marriage, and will provide for both of you daily as you faithfully seek Him.

God carefully selected the ideal gift that could satisfy the needs of His loved ones.  We read in the book of James that God is the consummate Christmas shopper:  “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights.” James 1:17.  God, in His infinite wisdom, selected and gave the only good and perfect gift that could meet the needs of His loved ones.  

You know the verse:  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son” (John 3:16).  But do we remember why God selected His only Son to be His ideal gift to all of us?  Remember the rest of the verse:  “that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  God’s gift of His Son has some parallels to today’s practice of giving gift cards or gift certificates that may be redeemed to purchase what we need.  God gave the world His only Son so that we might receive the gift of eternal life in His presence as His children.

God sacrificially gave of Himself to purchase the ideal Christmas gift for His loved ones.   We may get confused about the cost and value of God’s gift when we read that “the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our lord.”  Do not be mistaken.  God is not a cheapskate.  While the language of this verse might cause some confusion, there is not confusion in Scripture concerning the great price God paid to purchase this gift for us:  

“you have been redeemed, at tremendous cost” as the book of Corinthians tells us.  (1 Cor 7:23a, John 15.13)  God gave of Himself sacrificially to purchase the ideal Christmas gift for us, so that we might have a relationship with Him.  Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he or she lay down their life for their friends.”  The greatest price of all – the very life of the Son of God – was paid to show God’s love through the purchase of this ideal Christmas gift.

TO COUPLE:

Are you a good gift giver?  You are called to be one in marriage.  And it is more than remembering birthdays and anniversaries, holidays and special occasions – although that helps!  In Scripture, you are instructed to give the gift of yourself – wholly and completely – to this one that you love, and to whom you are about to be married.  Nick to you, God says - “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” (Eph.  5:25)  Jessica, God has something for you also. Early in the same chapter of Ephesians, you find His word for you:  “Be imitators of God,.. and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Eph 5:1-2).

· What price are you willing to pay in order to give this most cherished loved one the ideal Christmas gift?  

· As believers in Jesus Christ and recipients of God’s gracious gift of salvation, how will you respond in love to this one by whom you stand?  

· Will your Christmas wedding  always be remembered as the day when each of you began unwrapping the wonderful gift of Christian marriage and as the fist day of many to come in which you followed God’s example of sacrificial giving to this one that you love? 


 

· When you say, “Merry Christmas” to each other in the Christmases to come, will your remember this day and be conveying with these two words that you love each other with the sacrificial love of God and desire to give each other only God’s ideal gift?

If this reflects your heart’s desire, look now into the eyes of this one who stands beside you, and repeat together after me:

Groom and Bride:  

“Following Christ’s example of love, 

I stand ready to give myself sacrificially to you in marriage.”
Prayer for Blessing 

Brief prayer asking God’s blessing on the couple and their life together.  May be accompanied by the anointing or unity braid.


Pledge of Marriage

Each person makes a pledge to honor and cherish the other.

Nick, will you take this woman to be your wife, and will you pledge your trust to her, in all love and honor, in all duty and service, in all faith and tenderness, to live with her and cherish her, according to the ordinance of God, in the holy bond of marriage?  Will you?
I will
Jessica, will you take this man to be your husband, and will you pledge your trust to him, in all love and honor, in all duty and service, in all faith and tenderness, to live with him and cherish him, according to the ordinance of God, in the holy bond of marriage?  Will you?
I will

Promises of Marriage

The Wedding vows.  May be personal, written by the couple or the traditional vows may be recited after the minister.  Following this, as a sign of union, the couple repeats a vow derived from 1 Cor. 13 in unison.

Nick, in taking Jessica to be your wife, do you so promise to honor, to love, and to cherish her in sickness and in health, in poverty as in wealth, in hardship as in blessing, until death alone shall part you?  Do you?
Groom:  I do.
Jessica, in taking Nick to be your husband, do you so promise to honor, to love, and to cherish him in sickness and in health, in poverty as in wealth, in hardship as in blessing, until death alone shall part you? Do you?
Bride:  I do.

Repeat the following covenant after me, together in unision:
I promise to love you.

I promise to be patient with you.

I promise to be kind toward you.

I will not be self-seeking,

But, I will give of myself to you.

When I am angry, I will seek your forgiveness.

I will not keep any record of your wrongs.

We will not delight in evil,

But, together, we will rejoice in truth.

I promise to protect you.

I promise to trust you.

I promise to hope with you.

I promise to persevere with you.

By the grace of God, I will never fail you.
Symbols of the Promise

Token(s) of the ring(s) are blessed as a symbol and are place on each person’s finger with a promise before God.

Minister:  “What do you both bring to symbolize your love and faithfulness?”
(the rings are placed by the Maid of Honor and Best Man into the Minister’s Bible)

Explaining the Symbol

You will now seal your vows, “to honor, to love, to cherish,” by the giving and receiving of rings.  The unbroken circles of these rings symbolize a union of constant faith between husband and wife with God that cannot be broken.  This is in accord with God’s creation plan, and it brings honor to the One who created you to glorify Him.  The precious glistening metals of these rings, symbolize all that is pure and holy in the marital bond.  As these metals were refined to fashion these beautiful rings, may the Holy Spirit ever refine and purify you both as new creations in Christ Jesus.  As you wear these rings, may they ever remind you of your abiding love and of the commitment you made this day.
Prayer of Blessing

Bless, O Lord, these rings as  a symbol of constant faith and abiding love, that the one who gives it and the one who wears it may abide in Your peace, and continue in Your favor, until they see You face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


Nick, place this ring on Jessica’s finger and repeat after me.
Groom:  

I, Nick, take you, Jessica,

to be my wedded wife 

to have and to hold, from this day forward.  

I pledge before God and these witnesses 

to place your good above mine, 

now and always, no matter the circumstances. 

I promise to honor you, 

to love you, 

and to cherish you 

until death do us part.  

Joyfully and willingly 

I commit myself to you, and to you alone.

I give you this ring 

as a token of our constant faith and abiding love, 

and with all that I am, and all that I have, 

I honor you, 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Jessica, place this ring on Nick’s finger and repeat after me.
Bride: 

I, Jessica, take you, Nick, 

to be my wedded husband 

to have and to hole, from this day forward.  

I pledge before God and these witnesses 

to place your good above mine, 

now and always, no matter the circumstances.  

I promise to honor you, 

to love you, 

and to cherish you 

until death do us part. 

Joyfully and willingly 

I commit myself to you, and to you alone.

I give you this ring 

as a token of our constant faith and abiding love, 

and with all that I am, 

and all that I have, 

I honor you, 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Special Sacred Actions:  Unity Candle

Nick and Jessica, your parents have lit a separate candle for each of you. They did so to symbolize your individual lives and the families from which you come.  Your individual lives have been a blessing to your parents who have received immeasurable joy in see you grow and mature over the years.  Your individual lives have been a blessing to those who have known and love you.  Your individual lives have been a blessing  to God whom you have faithfully served.

As you lift your candles from their holders, be reminded that marriage does not eliminate your separate identities.  You are made in the image of your heavenly Father; nevertheless, you are each unique.  God has created you as such for His purpose and His glory.  You will not extinguish your individual candles, as God still has much to do in and through both of you.  However, together you will light the unity candle to symbolize your union in marriage.  Together you assume a new identity – as one with each other and the Lord.  Today, God has created anew in you a union that will enable you to fulfill his creation mandate to serve him in the world and to establish a family.  

Today, you are saying for all to hear, that your love for each other and you lives together cannot be separated any more that the center flame could be divided again into two individual flames.  Receive the blessing and power of holy union.

Charge and Benediction

A ministerial charge is given to the couple and the minister pronounces the priestly blessing over the couple on behalf of God.

Nick and Jessica, I charge you to go from this place empowered by the Holy Spirit to live out the love Christ in your lives together.

Let us pray…

The Lord bless you, and keep you;

The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace; both now and forevermore.  Amen.
Pronouncement of Marriage

Pronouncement of marriage, assurance from God, and the “kiss.”

By the authority committed unto me as a Minister of the Church of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and the state of Tennessee, I declare Nick Conkle and Jessica Clark are now husband and wife, according to the ordinance of God, and the laws of this state:  in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Therefore, whom God has joined together, let no one put asunder.

Nick, you may kiss your bride.
STOP!  GIVE TIME FOR THE BOUQUET TO BE PASSED TO BRIDE.

Presentation of the Couple

Presentation to the congregation and the world of the new couple.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to present to you, Mr. and Mrs. Nick Conkle.
Recessional

The ceremony concluded:  The bride takes her bouquet from her maid of honor, turns toward her husband, and puts her left hand through his right arm.  The bride and groom lead the recessional.  The bride’s maids and groom’s men follow.  Everyone leaves down the middle isle.

The mother’s are ushered out as well as the grandmothers.  

The minister stays in place until the wedding part and family are escorted out.  Then announces the invitation to the reception, etc.

