Introduction to Sociology
In-class Final

What follows are lists of questions related to the course objectives.  For each item, using BLUE font, respond with your answers.  Answer fully and honestly.

Rename the file (save as) to include your last name as the beginning of the file name (e.g. Smith_IntSociol_InClassFin.doc). Answer on this new document (save often) and email to:


< bsnodgrass@visibleschool.com >.
From the syllabus:

Learning Outcomes:

· To develop a working command of the basic concepts and principles of sociology.

· To be able to connect the concepts and principles of sociology to near-future career goals in a meaningful, productive way.
Requirements of the Course:

1. Students will complete all required reading for each class, and they will be prepared to discuss material with instructor and classmates. Active participation in class discussion and any activity pertaining to the disciplines is a must. 
2. Students will demonstrate mastery of the language of sociology.
3. Students will write reaction papers to two assigned readings. 
4. Students will present to the class a report of their experiences
5. Final Exam:  Students will complete an objective exam, then write (using all class materials, any resources they may wish to bring, and the Internet) answers to discussion questions integrating the ideas of the course into a learning exercise. 
6. All assignments will be emailed to bsnodgrass@visibleschool.com in electronic form, either Word@ or Pages@ format.

Evaluation:
	Class Discussion/Participation
	50 pts 
	10%

	Vocabulary 
	200 pts
	40%

	Massey Reaction Paper 1
	50 pts
	10%

	Massey Reaction Paper 2
	50 pts
	10%

	Folkway Class Presentation
	50 pts
	10%

	Final Assessment
	100 pts
	20%


What follows are lists of questions related to the course objectives.  For each item, using BLUE font, respond with your answers.  Answer fully and honestly.  As a person responsible for your own future learning, your truthful self-analysis is a valuable key to on-going educational satisfaction.

Your evaluation will count toward your grade in this course, and will be weighed heavily.  I will also (naturally) play a part in determining your part-by-part evaluation.  

This is not a relative comparison.  Evaluate yourself as compared to the imaginary, ideal of the course requirements.  If a perfect student took the class, that would be the ideal?  He or she would perfectly fulfill every course requirement.  That is the standard to which you are holding yourself.

(Continued, next page.)
1. Class Discussion/Participation (50 pts. – 10%)
Earlier in the course, I put into EnGrade a participation score for each student.  This served to help you view your on-going performance in the context of that grade being given.  At this time, decide if that grade is to stand of if it should be changed.

Out of a MAXIMUM of 50 pts, what grade would you give yourself?  Consider how many times you were prepared with the readings—really read, not just skimmed.  Consider your contributions to class discussions, respect shown classmates, and level of engagement in the class process.  Factor in attendance, tardies, and effort on other class projects. Did you come to class prepared?  With materials?  With work complete?  Give yourself a grade and discuss any areas where you could improve or take fuller advantage of a future similar learning opportunity.

Begin Answer Here

2. Vocabulary (200 pts. – 40%)
The syllabus called for 200 pts of vocabulary, but as a class, it was decided to skip one of the tests.  Answer the following question to make up the 20 points not available because of the canceled quiz.

Pick a social situation about which you have some familiarity.  It might be a fictional situation or one that is true.  Imagine a new person coming into this group.

Using the language of sociology with emphasis on the earlier chapters of our text, describe how this new person might learn to be a fully functioning and accepted member of your group.  Be specific.  For instance, if you decide to talk about new people joining your band or worship team, you might say something like:

Whenever they play the wrong notes, we hit them with a pie.  They quickly learn not to do that, and soon, they are playing according to the established norms of our group.

I cannot imagine this question being answered well without using these, or forms of these, (and other) words:

norms, values, socialization, leader/group, violation

Tell about the values shared within your social situation, the norms that emerge from those values, and the process by which those behaviors are socialized into new (and existing) members.

This answer should be at least as long as the question!  You could easily do 3 to 5 sentences on describing the situation and its values.  A couple more about the norms that come from it, and half a dozen on how those norms are reinforced and how violations to the norm are handled.

Begin Answer Here

3 & 4. Reaction Papers (100 pts. – 20% -- total)
These assignments are outside the scope of the final exam.  If you feel like adding any comments about the assignments or feedback given to you upon your completion of the assignments, you may do so here.

If you are not satisfied with the grade you received on the returned assignment, feel free to add additional remarks about that assignment here.

For the reaction paper yet to be graded, if the grade does not satisfy you, feel free to reply to the email with additional reactions or with changes (if applicable) to improve the grade.
Begin Answer Here

5. Folkways project (50 pts. – 10% -- total)
Earlier in the course you completed this assignment and reported your experiences.  You were given a grade.  In this exercise, consider the assignment, your participation, what you learned and give yourself a grade of up to 50 pts.

Justify the grade you give yourself.  How much thought did you put into it?  While you were doing it, were you risking some kind of social sanction?  Did this exercise help you better understand norms—particularly folkways—better?  Have you thought about this experience since you did it, and if so, what thoughts/realizations have you had.

This answer should be 6 to 8 sentences.

Begin Answer Here

6.  Final Exam (100 pts—20%)
Complete each part below as instructed.

6-a. (50 pts)  Complete the vocabulary quiz at:

http://64.176.10.11/stuEval.php?dist_id=22&stuEval_id=11
6-b (20 pts) 
Using the language of sociology that you have learned, imagine yourself in the near-future career for which you are preparing.  

How will the topics we covered in this course be relevant to what you plan to do?

Describe the career you are planning.

What are SOME of the values and norms that common to that career?

How are people who deviate from the norms sanction?  How is conformity rewarded?

What are some of the processes of socialization in place in this career?

How do you see yourself responding to this social setting?  Will it be easy or hard?
This answer should be 5 to 10 paragraphs.

Begin Answer Here
6-c. (20 pts) This question looks at your ability to do research and write up your results.  I will give you some pieces of a made-up scholarly paper and a quote.  You will add a paragraph that fits within the provided text.  

What is vital here is good scholarly form and proper use of the provided quote.  You may also include citations from other sources.

The Green text below is from the Chambliss article.  You will NOT want to use ALL of it.  Just enough to make the point that supports your thesis, then stop—in the imagined paper, three to five sentences will be all you need.  You can use this as well as any other source to make your “new point” in blue.  The purple text is what “you wrote earlier” in this pretend research paper, with the pretend point to be made in bold.

VISIBILITY


Differential treatment of the two gangs resulted in part because one gang was infinitely more visible than the other. This differential visibility was a direct function of the economic standing of the families. The Saints had access to automobiles and were able to remove·themselves from the sight of the community. In as routine a decision as to where to go to have a milkshake after school, the Saints stayed away from the mainstream of community life. Lacking transportation, the Roughnecks could not make it to the edge of town. The center of town was the only practical place for them to meet since their homes were scattered throughout the town and any noncentral meeting place put an undue hardship on some members. Through necessity the Roughnecks congregated in a crowded area where everyone in the community passed frequently, including teachers and law enforcement officers. They could easily see the Roughnecks hanging around the drugstore.

The Roughnecks, of course, made themselves even more visible by making remarks to passersby and by occasionally getting into fights on the corner. Meanwhile, just as regularly, the Saints were either at the cafe on one edge of town or in the pool hall at the other edge of town. Without any particular realization that they were making themselves inconspicuous, the Saints were able to hide their time-wasting. Not only were they removed from the mainstream of traffic, but they were almost always inside a building.

On their escapades the Saints were also relatively invisible, since they left Hanibal and traveled to Big Town. Here, too, they were mobile, roaming the city, rarely going to the same area twice.

DEMEANOR


To the notion of visibility must be added the difference in the responses of group members to outside intervention with their activities. If one of the Saints was confronted with an accusing policeman, even if he felt he was truly innocent of a wrongdoing, his demeanor was apologetic and penitent. A Roughneck's attitude was almost the polar opposite. When confronted with a threatening adult authority, even one who tried to be pleasant, the Roughneck's hostility and disdain were clearly observable. Sometimes he might attempt to put up a veneer of respect, but it was thin and was not accepted as sincere by the authority.

School was no different from the community at large. The Saints could manipulate the system by feigning compliance with the school norms. The availability of cars at school meant that once free from the immediate sight of the teacher, the boys could disappear rapidly. And this escape was well enough planned that no administrator or teacher was nearby when the boys left. A Roughneck who wished to escape for a few hours was in a bind. If it were possible to get free from class, downtown was still a mile away, and even if he arrived there, he was still very visible. Truancy for the Roughnecks meant almost certain detection, while the Saints enjoyed almost complete immunity from sanctions.
BIAS


Community members were not aware of the transgressions of the Saints. Even if the Saints had been less discreet, their favorite delinquencies would have been perceived as less serious than those of the Roughnecks.


In the eyes of the police and school officials, a boy who drinks in an alley and stands intoxicated on the street corner is committing a more serious offense than is a boy who drinks to inebriation in a nightclub or a tavern and drives around afterwards in a car. Similarly, a boy who steals a wallet from a store will be viewed as having committed a more serious offense than a boy who steals a lantern from a construction site.

Perceptual bias also operates with respect to the demeanor of the boys in the two groups when they are confronted by adults. It is not simply that adults dislike the posture affected by boys of the Roughneck ilk; more important is the conviction that the posture adopted by the Roughnecks is an indication of their devotion and commitment to deviance as a way of life. The posture becomes a cue, just as the type of the offense is a cue, to the degree to which the known transgressions are indicators of the youths' potential for other problems.


Visibility, demeanor, and bias are surface variables which explain the day-to-day operations of the police. Why do these surface variables operate as they do? Why did the police choose to disregard the Saints' delinquencies while breathing down the backs of the Roughnecks? The answer lies in the class structure of American society and the control of legal institutions by those at the top of the class structure.


Obviously, no representative of the upper class drew up the operational chart for the police which led them to look in the ghettos and on street corners-which led them to see the demeanor of lower-class youth as troublesome and that of upper-middle-class youth as tolerable. Rather, the procedures simply developed from experience-experience with irate and influential upper-middle-class parents insisting that their son's vandalism was simply a prank and his drunkenness only a momentary "sowing of wild oats"-experience with cooperative or indifferent, powerless, lower-class parents who acquiesced to the law's definition of their son's behavior.

(all above from page 176)

Your pretend paper begins “in progress” on the next page.  Leave the purple text alone, and replace the blue text with an argument and citation using the above source (and any others you want to add!).

... which is yet another clear advantage higher social economic status affords those who enjoy it.


On the other hand, people who are found within lower social status groups often find circumstances combining in opposition to their wants and wishes.  When people of lower status behave contrary to accepted norms, for instance, society often reacts more negatively than when the same acts are carried out by individuals in higher status groups.  Chambliss discussed this in his article, “The Saints and the Roughnecks.”


Your new thought GOES HERE. Highlight all this blue and just start typing.  This is formatted for double spacing, so just highlight, start typing, and you won’t have to fool with formatting.  

In addition to Chambliss, many other sociologists have linked access to advantage with social economic status...

6-d (10 pts) For this question, assume you are IN CHARGE of a group students (high school age), and it is your responsibility to teach them the basics of sociology.

Using the Macionis text as your primary resource, create a course of study that you think would be most beneficial.  Indicate your course of study by listing chapters and/or chapter sections.  You might have something like this:

1.  Chapter 1

2.  Chapter 15: Environment

3.  Chapter 2 (pages 51-53)

Create 12 sessions that you think (based on OUR experiences) would be about an hour long each.  If you had only 12 hours to teach sociology to high school students, what 12 parts of this text would you select?

After you have your list, provide some justification—half-dozen sentences or so.

12 Session Sociology Introduction

Session 1: blah blah blah...

Session 2: (etc...)

Start typing here.  Highlight all this blue and just start typing.  This is formatted for double spacing, so just highlight, start typing, and you won’t have to fool with formatting.  I like this font, too.
6-e (BONUS) 

Discuss the on-line quiz thing.  Pros?  Cons?  How can it be better?  Is it worth the hassle of the Internet issues we had?

Begin Answer Here
Discuss the concept of going paperless.  Good?  Bad?  Regrets?  Dangers?  Concerns?  Should I continue being paperless with future classes?

Begin Answer Here
Thanks for a GREAT two weeks!  I hope this exam helped you put the course into context—that you learned something completing it.

~Blessings!~
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